Proceedings of the Royal Society of Medicine 56 spleen had been exceeding its optimum hEemolytic action, by destroying too many of the erythrocytes (especially those which from their birth in the bone-marrow had been rather too " fragile "). In fact, the spleen in cases of familial hiemolytic jaundice was abnormal in the quantity of work that it was doing, whilst the spleen in essential purpura hvemorrhagica was abnormal in the quality of its work. This theory would explain why the spleen was so often not greatly enlarged in the latter disease, its injurious effects being due rather to a "perversion " than to an excess (" hypersplenism 
